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The UKPA Newsletter

Welcome November 2009

Hello and welcome back to the UKPA newsletter. | know it has _ i
been a while since the last one (about a year) but now it is Inside this issue:
back and we aim to produce it quarterly going forwards.

The newsletter is a vital tool to allow us, the executive, to
inform the membership about what we are doing and what
ideas we are working on to develop, grow and improve the
sport.

We are also going to look at a number of other ways to lopment
improve communication with the membership and to get

feedback off you. For example the new members page on the .

UKPA website, go to ony Club
www.polocrosse.org.uk/members page.htm raining

The best way to find out the latest news from the UKPA is to
go to the news page on the UKPA website,

www.polocrosse.org.uk.
Wegion 4
If you have any feedback for us then you can contact any of Training dates

the executive by email and by phone, go to
www.polocrosse.org.uk/exec to see their contact details.

What do you getfor 5

This first newsletter is quite short but if you have anything to UKPA membership
include in future ones please send it to: Upcoming Events 6
sportsdevelopment@ukpolocrosse.co.uk

Upcoming AGM and UKPA Elections

As a result of the ratification of the new UKPA constitution at the
end of October the executive structure has changed and all the
executive positions are now up for election. The new executive
will consist of a chairman, chief executive officer, a secretary, a
treasurer and five regional executive officers.

The membership as a whole gets to vote for the chairman, the
secretary, the chief executive officer and the treasurer and then
each region votes for their regional executive officer, who also
acts as the chairman of the regional committee.

The other traditional executive roles, such as sports

development officer, chief umpire, director of coaching and
membership secretary are now non voting roles, the people
fulfilling these roles do not ™
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http://www.polocrosse.org.uk/Members%20page.htm
http://www.polocrosse.org.uk/
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Upcoming AGM and UKPA Elections (continued)

meetings and are not voted for by the membership but are appointed
by the executive committee.

So why are we telling you all this? Well, as we said above, all the
executive posts are now up for re election so if you want to be involved
In running your association then this is the perfect opportunity. To see
the job descriptions of all roles up for elections go to this webpage. The
roles of chairman, chief executive officer, treasurer and secretary will
be voted in at the AGM of the UKPA, to be held at the Henley in Arden
Memorial Hall on the 29th of November.

The five regional executive officers will be elected at their respective
regional AGM6és, to be announced by

It is important to note that all executive roles are completely voluntary
and unpaid. However they can be incredibly rewarding as you get to
give a great deal back to sport and the membership and help grow and
develop the sport within the UK.

The new executive structure is designed to try and make the UKPA
operate more effectively but it does mean that the nine voting roles left
on the executive increase in influence, so when voting UKPA members
should be confident that they are voting for people who will have the
dedication to perform the roles and act in the best interests of the
membership.

In order to read the job descriptions for the executive roles and obtain
nomination forms go to www.polocrosse.org.uk/UKPA AGM.htm

Sport Development Update

lain Heaton, UKPA Sports Development Officer

|l wondét bore you all now with a rev
last year, you will have to wait till the annual report for that. Instead it

is suffice to say that it has been a good year and the work we put in

last winter has paid dividends but we can not rest on our laurels, we

have a lot more to do going forwards and we have to start straight

away. As | said at Nationals we have an ambitious off-season plan to

recruit new players to our sport and we can not do this without the
memberships help.

We need the membership to be willing to help new potential
polocrosse players get involved with the sport.

The main aims of the off-season plans continue to be the same as last
year; we are particularly keen to recruit new riding schools to offer
polocrosse as this allows people an easy way to try the sport, and we
must make it easier for people to play polocrosse!


http://www.polocrosse.org.uk/UKPA%20AGM.htm
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Sport Development Update (continued)

We also want to get more pony club branches and centres playing
polocrosse (pony club polocrosse has increased dramatically over the
last two years and we want this to continue) and also more riding clubs,
including university riding clubs (who are often linked with riding
schools)

Very shortly you will be seeing the new promotional documents we have

produced to promote polocrosse to these groups. These are to get

people interested in the sport, to answer some of the common queries APony club
on the sport and to explain to people how they can get involved. These polocrosse

will be released on the UKPA website soon. has

Also, alongside these documents we be launching the UKPA subsidised increased

starter kit offer in association with Bennett Polocrosse Equipment. This dramatically
offer is open to all interested groups so that they can get hold of some over the last
cheaper equipment (as equipment is one of the main barriers to people two years

playing polocrosse). and we want

We are constantly working on improving the UKPA website so expect to this to
see further changes on that in the coming months.

We will continue to look to promote polocrosse in the media (such as

the recent test match programmes on Sky Sports and the forthcoming

ones on the Country Channel) and via promotional events, such as the
demos at Blenheim and Your Horse Live.

Hopefully, these steps will make people more aware of polocrosse and
make it easier for them to get involved with the sport and encourage
them to do so.

Vale Impi Pony Club days and Schooling weekends

Vale Impi Polocrosse Club, based near Aylesbury, will be holding a
number of Pony Club rallies in 2010 and will also be offering some
intensive schooling sessions. The one-day Pony Club rallies will be run
by our coach, Neil Smith, and specifically targeted at those in Bucks,
Beds, Oxfordshire and Hertfordshire 1 but all are welcome, although we
will have to limit numbers i watch our website for more information

closer to the time ore-ma i | us and weol | put you on the mai

VIP will also be offering a small number of placements for 1-week or
weekend intensive schooling. Neil specialises in re-training ex-
racehorses (as part of Horsewyse, a community interest company that
provides equine facilitated learning to children with behavioural and
learning difficulties). Therefore we always have a number of horses at
various stages of schooling, which we believe is valuable training for any
rider, especially polocrosse players. The placements will include
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Vale Impi Pony Club days and Schooling weekends

schooling (including round pen), polocrosse skills and competitive
chukkas at all positions and on a variety of horses. Participants are
welcome to bring their own horse for schooling by Neil but should expect
that it will be ridden by others and that they will also be expected to ride
other horses. Activities will be dependent on the weather and the level of
fitness of the horses.

We anticipate taking up to 4 riders at a time. Dates have yet to be
determined and will depend on the level of interest, tournaments and
school holidays. Attendees will be expected to camp or stay in their lorries
during the week. Watch the website or e-mail for more information,
including cost.

Website: www.valeimpi -polocrosse.co.uk

Email : karenwilsonsmith@btinternet.com

Photo & Paula
Day Photography

Northern Region Training Dates

The UKPA Northern Region is hold a number of training days at Askham
Bryan College, York.

13th of December 2009 - 1lam to 1pm
17th of January 2010 - 11am to 1pm
14th of February 2010 - 12pm to 2 pm

To book your place email Christine Stansfield on
c_stansfield@btinternet.com or ring her on 01944 738714



http://www.valeimpi-polocrosse.co.uk/
mailto:karenwilsonsmith@btinternet.com
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What do you get for your UKPA membership?

The time is nearly upon us for membership renewal time and we
thought it would be a good time to list exactly what you do get for your
UKPA membership (and a couple of

What do you get?

The opportunity to participate in UKPA tournaments, events and social
activities

Opportunity to train as an accredited UKPA umpire and coach

Opportunities to participate in International tours, both to and from the
UK

A public liability insurance policy

Access to a network of other playing and non-playing members of the
Association

A free copy of all UKPA magazines and newsletters

A voice in the development of the sport locally, regionally and
internationally

Access to UKPA accredited umpires and coaches &
resources

What dondét you get ?

The payment of tournament fees at individual UKPA tournaments

A personal insurance policy

Membership money is also used to fund the following activities

Membership of the UKPA to the British Equestrian Federation, which
allows us access to central government funding

Membership of the UKPA to the International Polocrosse Council

Mai ntain and devel ofpwhichhpoviddKrifotatton we b si t e
to existing members and helps to promote and grow the sport

Fund other activities to grow, improve and promote both the sport and
the organisation
I EE————————————
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Upcoming Events

Date

Description

Now

Polocrosse is on the Country Channel website

14th of November

Polocrosse on BBC Breakfast Newsd Jason Webb
introduces BBC Sports Reporter Mick Bushell to the
sport

14th November

Last day to buy tickets for the UKPA Ball

14tho 15th of
November

UK Polocrosse Display team demoing in the Main
Arena at Your Horse Live

21st of November

UKPA Ball, Stoneleigh, Warwickshire

22nd of November

Pony club Area 11 Training day at Risebridge Farm,
Goudhurst, Kent

29th November

UKPA AGM and Elections for Executive positions o
Henley in Arden Memorial Hall

13th December

Northern Region training session at Askham Bryan
College

17th January

Northern Region training session at Askham Bryan
College

14th February

Northern Region training session at Askham Bryan
College

Photo 6 Paula
Day Photography



http://www.countrychannel.tv
http://www.polocrosse.org.uk/UKPA%20Ball.htm
http://www.yourhorselive.co.uk
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